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Dom Pedro the title of Duke of Coimbra, and on Prince    CHAP.
Henry that of Duke of Viseu, and  he   also made   him
Blaster of the Order of Christ and Governor of the king-      A>D>
of the Algarves,   This was the first occasion on which    1415.
title of cluke was conferred upon anyone in Portugal,
where it had not previously existed.

The renown of Prince Henrique, after the taking of
Ceuta, became so high in Europe that he was invited
severally by the Pope, the Emperor of Germany, and the
Kings of Castile and of England to undertake the com-
mand of their respective armies. The prince, however^
had now set his mind upon the conquest of Guinea, and
he sent every year two or three vessels to examine the
coasts beyond Cape Non, the limit of Spanish exploration;
yet none of his ships for many years had the hardihood to
round Cape Bojador. Besides exploring the west coast of
Africa, the Prince had, however, in his mind a hope of
reaching India by the south point'of that continent.

On the fall of the Roman empire the commerce of the
world had passed into other hands, and the great Indo-
European trade was now principally carried on by the
Moors, or Arabs. The crusades had acted as a great
stimulus to the demand for Eastern, luxuries. The vast
mercantile operations of the Arabs had filled Spain with
the rich productions of the East, and the luxurious habits
of the Moorish courts of Seville and Granada were
imitated by the Catholic princes of Aragon and Castile.
The hostilities with the Moors naturally led to an inter-
ruption in the supply of these objects of luxury,, and thus
it may be inferred that their expulsion from the peninsula
was one of the great stimulants to the search for a passage
to India by the sea.

- " The large revenues of the Order of Christ, of which
Prince Henrique was the grand master, provided him
with resources for which he could imagine no more
worthy employment than the conquest and the conversion
of the heathen, and the general extension of the know-
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